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Data correct as of 31 March for each year
*Includes 13 fisheries for which MSC certification is currently suspended

12 million
million tonnes certified catch

15%
of global marine catch

36
countries with certified 

fisheries

Volume of MSC certified catch



Engaging sustainable fisheries

Approximate location of MSC certified fishing activity



40,000
products on sale  in with the

blue MSC label in over 100 countries

1,000,000
tonnes of seafood sold to

consumers with the MSC label

US$ 9bn
spent by consumers on 

seafood with the MSC label

Growing demand for certified, 
sustainable seafood choices

Estimated



IN 2017 THIS IS HOW CONSUMER RANKED GLOBAL PROBLEMS…

Seriousness of Global Problems, “very serious” and “somewhat serious,” average of 21 countries, 2017

1. Terrorism

2. Corruption

3. Extreme poverty

4. War/armed conflicts

5. Environment/pollution

Source: Globescan Healthy & Sustainable living survey.



This year, the environmental concerns dominate
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Human rights abuses

Loss of biodiversity

Climate change / global warming

Extreme poverty

Single-use plastic waste

Depletion of natural resources

Corruption

Air pollution

Terrorism

Environment/pollution

Seriousness of Global Problems, “very serious” and “somewhat serious,” average of 21 countries, 2019

Source: Globescan Healthy & Sustainable living survey.
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Fishing method
Preferred brand

Organic
Sourced locally

Independently certified/verified
Caught in the wild

Clearly marked country of origin
Fairly traded

Dolphin/turtle friendly
Easy to cook

Knowing where product comes from
A type of fish I always eat

Non GMO
Sustainably sourced / enviro. friendly

Price
Taste

Good for my health / my family
Safe to eat

Fresh

Base: Seafood consumers, global, n=18,909

Q4.2: Thinking about your recent purchase of “[fish product purchased],” which of the following five considerations was the 

most important and which was the least important?

Importance score, globally

Motivators of seafood purchase
Conventional factors, led by freshness are key in seafood purchase decisions, but sustainably 

sourced is the next most important:



Sustainability goes mainstream



Mobilisation around ocean Action 



Effectiveness

Foundation Of Developing Standards

MSC Fisheries Standard review 

Efficiency Evolution



January 2020

MSC Board  

decide whether to 

revise standard

Mid-2021

MSC Board 

decide whether to 

authorise the 

proposed revised 

Standard

August 2021 

Revised standard 

published 

March 2022 New 

fisheries use 

revised standard 6 

months after 

publication 

All certified 

fisheries have 3 

years till 2024

before 

assessment  

must be under  

revised 

standard (FAO) 

Timeline for Fisheries Standard review

Mid-2018

MSC Board 

approved 

scope of 

the FSR

Jan 2018: 

Review of 

issues &  

proposal for 

FSR scope 

developed 

Review Phase Revision Phase Implementation



Ghost Gear

FAO

• 640 thousand tonnes 
lost annually

• 10% of marine 
plastics

UN

• Targeted in SDG 14.1



Labour issues in seafood

188



MSC and Labour 

Supply Chain  

Revised MSC Chain of 
Custody Standard released in 
March 2019.  Introduced a 
requirement for risk based 
independent labour  practices 
audits.

Fisheries

From August 2018 all MSC 
certified fisheries and off-shore 
supply chains had one year to 
submit a statement outlining the 
measures they have in place to 
mitigate forced or child labour. 

MSC Labour Requirements 



MSC’S STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
into 2020 and beyond



Thank you


